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of reports requires studies of UFOs 


NEW YORK (UPI) 
— People who report 
UFOs have definitely 
seen something, but 
whether it's because of 
a psychological condi¬ 
tion, an unknown 
earthly phenomenon or 
alien spaceships re¬ 
mains to be deter¬ 
mined, a UFO special¬ 
ist said. 

J. Allen Hynek, 
head of the Center for 
UFO Studies in Evans¬ 
ton, HI., and a profes¬ 
sor emeritus at North¬ 
western University, 
said thousands of un¬ 
identified flying object 
reports — many by 
credible observers — 
have been collected 
from around the world. 

He said the descrip¬ 
tions of the objects dis 
play a 4 'strange consis¬ 
tency” and cannot be 
explained by any ordi¬ 
nary means. They 
therefore constitute a 
phenomenon worth 
studying. 

Hynek said a com¬ 
puter analysis of 400 
well-substantiated 
cases has demonstrat¬ 
ed that the reported 
properties of UFOs are 
“totally inconsistent 
with those of everyday 
objects and 

phenomena.” 

"For example, some 
of the best-investigat¬ 
ed and well-document¬ 
ed UFO reports de¬ 
scribe objects or 
luminous phenomena 
that can hover noise¬ 
lessly close to the 
ground and then al¬ 
most instantaneously 
take off with tremen¬ 
dous speed,” he said. 

There eventually 
may be such a psycho¬ 


logical explanation, 
however. 

“The whole UFO 
phenomenon may tell 


us more about our¬ 
selves than it does out¬ 
er space,” Hynek said. 
James E. Oberg, a 


Houston space engi¬ 
neer, said nearly all 
UFO sightings can be 
explained by ordinary 


means and those that 
cannot merely consti¬ 
tute a normal residue 
of unsolved cases. 


The latest 
on UFOs 
and E.T.s 

By Steven Findlay 
USA TODAY 

NEW YORK — Do UFOs ex¬ 
ist? Can people bend spoons 
with psychic power? Is there 
life on distant planets? 

Scientists usually don’t dwell 
on such questions. But Tuesday 
at the American Association , 
for the Advancement of Sci- J * 
ence meeting here, the USA’s 
largest annual science get-to¬ 
gether, eight experts in such 
matters discussed: 

■ UFOs. Scientifically, says 
Houston space engineer James 
Oberg, most UFO sightings 
have been explained; many re¬ 
corded in the 1960s were 
traced to Russian spacecraft 
tests. 

But J. Allen Hynek, head of 
the Center for UFO Studies in 
Evanston, Ill., and a professor 
emeritus at Northwestern Uni¬ 
versity, says a computer analy¬ 
sis of 400 well-substantiated 
sightings has shown that the 
reported properties of UFOs 
are “totally inconsistent with 
those of everyday objects and 
phenomena.’’ 

The consensus: There is no 
proof that a spaceship from an-; 
other planet has visited Earth. 


■ Psychic phenomena (te¬ 
lepathy, ESP, psychokinesis, 
Clairvoyance). Most psychic re¬ 
ports are hoaxes, very often 
blown out of proportion by the 
media, says magician and 
skeptic James Randi. 

But Stanley Krippner, of the 
Center for Consciousness Stud¬ 
ies in San Francisco, says it’s 
wrong to assume that psychic 
phenomena are ‘‘non-ordi¬ 
nary.’’ They may be extensions 
of our senses that scientists 
can’t yet understand, he says. 

The consensus: Still no proof, 
but we should keep looking. 

■ Extraterrestrial intelli¬ 
gence. “As best we know now, 
life on Earth is not unique,” 
says Cornell University astron¬ 
omer Frank Drake. In fact, sci¬ 
entists now think there could 
be as many as 10,000 civiliza¬ 
tions in the universe. 

The problem: If there are 
10,000, where are they; why 
haven’t we round them, or 
they us? 

Our nearest neighbors could 
live within 100,000 light-years 
from us. It shouldn’t have tak¬ 
en them this long to get in 
touch, says Eric Jones of the 
Los Alamos national laborato* 
ry, Los Alamos, N.M. 

The consensus — ‘‘Keep 
Searching,” says science fiction 
author Isaac Asimov. “I think 
we all hope there will be some¬ 
body out there.” 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 1984 • USA TODAY 


(potpourri news) 


BY JOHN F. SCHUESSIER 
P. O. BOX 58 4 85 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 7725S- 














8M 0 * 3 


The 15th Annual UFO Symposium 
On UFOs and Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence 


JULY 6-7-8, 1984 

HOLIDAY INN NORTH (Airport) SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 


A FORUM FOR THE PRESENT A TION OF THE LA TEST INFORMA TION 
ON UFO SIGHTINGS, PHYSICAL TRACE CASES, VISITATIONS, 
ABDUCTIONS, AND GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT AND COVER-UP 
OF UFO EVIDENCE. 

SPONSORED BY 


★ MUFON OF SAN ANTONIO 
★ MUTUAL UFO NETWORK, INC. 


MUFON has access to and publishes UFO sighting reports from all over the world as 
investigated and reported by MUFON’s international liaison of representatives. It has a staff of 
reporters and columnists second to none in the UFO publishing field, most of whom possess 
doctorates in their respective field of expertise. If you are interested in finding out the latest 
information on UFOs, plan to attend this prestigious event. 































